Heffley Creek Elementary School

January 2021

Newsletter
Principal’s Message
Welcome back to the New Year! I hope that everyone had an
excellent break and thoroughly enjoyed the Holiday Season. It
has been wonderful to see the students return happy and
healthy to the school. That, being said, it is important we
remain diligent regarding our Co-Vid protocols. Please be sure
to complete the daily health screening with your child and do
not send them to school if sick.

Upcoming Events:
February 5th ………………Pro D Day
February 15th ……………Family Day
March 15th - 19th ………Spring Break
April 2nd - …………….…Good Friday
April 5th - …………....Easter Monday
May 21st - …………...……Pro D Day
May 24th - …….………..Victoria Day
Jun 29th - ….….Last Day of Classes

As I have said before, I really enjoy this next section of time at
school as it is such an amazing time for learning with the
students. Over the next few months we will be continuing to
focus on literacy and numeracy as our learning goals. We are
continuing to utilize the amazing work of Adreinne Gear to
develop our students’ literacy skills, and are focusing on
number talks to further push our students’ numeracy skills.
Board games, reading with your child and having them count
and use money are all excellent ways to further reinforce this at
home. Our annual “Unplug and Play” initiative is set for January
23rd - 29th which encourages students to reduce screen time
and substitute that time for reading and outside play. More
information can be found later in the newsletter. I have enjoyed
seeing the excellent progress our students have made, and are
continuing to make.
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For a full list of events, visit the
Events Calendar on our school
website.
To receive email updates of
events, click on “Sub-scribe”
(located above SAT on the
events calendar).
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Purdys Fundraiser
Thank you for supporting the Purdys fundraiser. Together we raised $526.44. This money will be
used to purchase various educational resources for the school.

Christmas Food Donations
Thank you to everyone for all of the food donations generously brought to the school before
Christmas Break. These items were taken to the Christmas Amalgamated.

Colder weather - Bundle Up
Welcome to the wonderful winter temperatures and the beautiful snow. We
would ask that parents and guardians please ensure your child is dressed to
be outside at recess and lunch break. Jackets, snow-pants, hats, mitts and
boots and have to be worn during these outside times. It is important for the
children to enjoy fresh air, run and play outdoors as much as possible in
these winter months.

Scent Free Zone
Friendly reminder to please be considerate, there are many children and adults who are allergic
to perfume, cologne, shampoo, laundry detergent, lotions and other scented personal care
products. Please do not wear (scented items), or use these products while at the school or allow
your children to wear them while at school.

Early Pick up/Drop off
Please note, although we have early supervision for bus students, we do not encourage drop off
before 8:00 for all other students. At the end of the day, although we encourage students to play,
we ask that parents are here to supervise their children, unless they are bus students. Thank you
for your continued support with this.
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Communicating Student Learning
New Reporting
As mentioned in our last newsletter, this upcoming school year, our school will be part of the Ministry of
Education’s Student Progress Pilot Program. As we move through the school year further information will
be shared with the home. All Elementary Schools in the District are a part of the New Reporting Policy.
Schools are aiming to increase student engagement and ownership by providing students with
opportunities to become more involved and invested in assessment and evaluation processes.
Communications will focus on social, emotional, and academic development. A four (4) point proficiency
scale will reflect the student’s progress in relation to grade level expectations.
The most notable change will be the look of the points of progress, the use of a proficiency scale in
place of sliding scale and letter grades (see Below) and the reporting to homes - two formal reports
(end of Jan and June) with a range of other reporting processes.

→

Proficiency
Scale

•
•
•
•
•

→

Emerging

Developing

Initial Understanding

Partial Understanding

Shows some
understanding...
Is beginning to…
May be able to…
Starting to…
Requires support
to...
“I am just getting
started.”
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•
•
•
•

Is able to… at a basic
level
With support, shows
an understanding…
Sometimes I am able
to…
Is working on...
“I get some of it.”
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→

→

Proficient

•
•
•
•
•

Complete
Understanding
Is able to show…
Engages in…
Self-corrects by…
Identifies strategies
when…
Consistently
demonstrates the
ability to...
“I get it.”

Extending
Sophisticated Understanding
Creatively/Insightfully
applies…
• Shows in-depth
understanding of…
• Can independently…
• Is strategic…
• Extends learning...

•

“I get it and go beyond what
is expected.”-
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Teachers Message
Happy New Year!
We are back from holidays and buckling down, back into our work routines in the classroom and
on the playgrounds. Students are getting back into their handwashing and physical distancing
routines again and settling in following a wonderful, snowy Christmas break. Science
experiments, math games and weather observations are underway. Sight word practices and
assessments are underway and reading levels are being reviewed as we head into one of the
potentially most exciting times for learning in the academic year.
I mentioned earlier to you how pleased I was with the students’ outstanding work on their
Readers Theatre Christmas production. I hope you enjoyed viewing the recording at home. This
is an example of consistent practice and the word recognition that develops when a child
rigorously undertakes a daily reading routine. Each child’s voice projection and confidence came
through in this little presentation, and we were all so pleased with the final product!
And speaking of reading practice……..please, please, please ensure you get back into a good
reading routine each night at home. Four night’s worth of reading come home on Mondays, to be
returned on Friday morning to the school. Also, remember to initial that your child has read to
you and be sure to indicate if these books were a “good fit” for your child, or if they were too easy
-or too difficult. We monitor and check regularly in class, but we most certainly value your input.
Remind your child, when a new challenging word comes up to:
1. Get your mouth ready (start the word with the sounds at the beginning)
2. Chunk it
3. Does that make sense?
4. …if not, go back and re-read
If the book has been mastered, invite your child to challenge his/herself by using more
expression, or to pay closer attention to the punctuation, and if there are quotation marks, ask
your child to use a different voice for the speakers in the story.
Mrs. Pankewich
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Skating
As a part of our PE program this year, we are hoping to go skating when Winter returns and have
had several days of consistently cold weather! This usually involves walking up to the skating
rink -which is a short 8 minute trek from the school. We will require parent volunteers and a
notice will be emailed in advance to ask for help on select days. Parents will be required to
assist with lace tying and must be masked and view a quick online presentation as a volunteer
during COVID restrictions.
Our school has several spare pairs of skates to borrow, if required, and children must have a
helmet and regular outside winter gear.

Kindergarten Registration
Online Kindergarten registration for Neighbourhood Schools runs February 15th - 26th. Parents
are invited to learn more about the online Kindergarten Round-Up information session on
February 3rd, beginning at 6:30 pm. Registration for this session is required.
This year, we are encouraging parents to register online. For more information about
Kindergarten registration please check our Register for School page. If you are unable to register
online, please contact Mrs. Hayes at the office to book an appointment to register (250-5787227)
To be eligible for attendance in Kindergarten in September 2021, a student must be five years of
age by December 31, 2021. Please bring your child’s original birth certificate, BC Services Card
and proof of address with you when registering as well as any legal documentations concerning
custody (if applicable).

Catchment
When you register your child for school, it is important that you bring proof of residency. If you
live outside of the catchment area, you will need to register at your catchment school first and
then have your name placed on the wait list for your school of choice. To be placed on the
waiting list, please fill out a transfer request form and submit it beginning March 1st.
Please refer to School District No. 73 website for more information on registration and catchment
or contact Mr. Johnson, or Mrs. Hayes in the office at 250-578-7227
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Social Media Awareness, Digital
Footprints, and Cyberbullying
A free 90-minute parent session offered virtually through ZOOM by Safer Schools Together is
Jan. 28, 2021 at 6:30 pm. Register here to receive your link to the session.
Meeting Details:
Social Media Update - The most current apps and trends in your children’s social media lives
Pick Your Battles! - Balance the yin with the yang, promote independence while taking a strong
stance on certain subjects
Current Research - Brain development, technology, and violent video games
Digital Footprint and Reputation - With their future approaching, recruiters and employers are
taking note - What will they find?
Strategies to use at home - Recommendations for family rules, parental controls, and
developing a family tech plan
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Look Whats been going on in the Classroom

Christmas Artwork

Students have been working
hard!

Heffley Creek Elementary
7020 Old Hwy 5
Kamloops, BC
V2H0B7

Phone #: 250-587-7227
Fax: 250-377-2223

7

Heffley Creek Elementary School

January 2021

Sunny January Day
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