Heffley Creek Elementary School

November 2019

Newsletter
Principal’s Message
It has been a busy month full of learning in October. The students are
all working hard and we are seeing some fantastic gains with the
students. I want to thank all of the parents who have helped out in various roles throughout the year. A small, community school like ours
values all of the support you give us. I have enjoyed going into the
classroom and seeing all of the excellent effort the students are putting
into their work and how hard they are trying to improve, learn
and grow.
One of our main school learning goals this year is literacy. A great way
to improve literacy in our children is to read with them and to them
every day. We encourage you to spend 15-20 minutes an evening to
read to your children. If you are looking for strategies in how to best
support your child with reading we will again be having a “Come Read
With Me” session on November 22nd. Fiona Claire, Literacy Outreach
Coordinator for Literacy in Kamloops will be coming to present on
strategies to help to support your young reader at home. This is open
for all parents, even if you attended last year. I hope that you will be
able to attend!
Finally, as the weather gets colder out, please ensure students come
prepared with a warm jacket, toque and gloves, as well as indoor
shoes. We encourage students to be outside in the fresh air during
recess and lunch, but it is important they come prepared for it.

Upcoming Events
November 8……….Remembrance Day
…………………………………Assembly
November 8…………...PAC Hot Lunch
November 11….….Remembrance Day
November 18.....….Purdys Orders Due
November 22.......Come Read With Me
November 27....Purdys Orders Pick Up
December 2……….…………Pro D Day
December 6.....................PAC Meeting
December 10...........Christmas Concert
December 23 - January 3…………….
………………. ................. .Winter Break
February 7………….………..Pro D Day
February 17……….………..Family Day
March 16 - 20…….…...….Spring Break

For a full list of events, visit the
Events Calendar on our school
website.
To receive email updates of
events, click on
“Subscribe” (located above SAT on
the events calendar).

Come Read With Me
Save the date: Come Read With Me will be coming to our school the morning of Friday,
November 22. This is an opportunity for parents to learn reading strategies to help their child at
home. An invitation will be coming home with students shortly. All students and parents are
invited to attend, even if you have attended before.

Remembrance Day Assembly
On Friday, November 8, at 10:40 am we will have our Remembrance Day Assembly. Parents are invited to attend.

Christmas
Concert
The Christmas concert

will be on Tuesday,
December 10th, at
6:00 pm. The students
will present a few
songs. A few treats and
hot chocolate will be
served after, allowing
us the opportunity to
visit old friends and
make new ones. We

Drop Everything And Read (DEAR)
In celebration of National School Library Day, over 14,000
students and staff participated in Drop Everything and Read Day
(DEAR). They read in gyms, science labs, school libraries and
classrooms, on Oct. 28 at 11 am, for 20 minutes. DEAR began in
2007, when Surrey teacher-librarian Bonnie Chapman shared a
literacy promotion idea at a professional learning conference.
She and her colleagues recognized the importance of promoting
reading for pleasure, and the strong correlation between daily
reading and reading achievement. In 2008, a number of teacherlibrarians across the province began preparations to launch a
province-wide literacy promotion event. DEAR continues to grow
in our district, in British Columbia and on a national level.

look forward to seeing
you there!
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Reading with Sherisse Mousseau, our new Aboriginal Education Worker, during DEAR

Leaves for the Garden
The students have been working hard both in class -and
outside!

PAC
Looking for some

Leaf collection has been
underway during recess
and lunch playtimes in the
recent weeks . Our students
have found much joy in this
task - in fact, fun IS the first
task.

Christmas cheer to add

A large canvas grain bag
has been utilized by
students to pack the leaves
and deposit into our school garden.

home soon.

to your home? The
PAC’s poinsettia
fundraiser is happening
in November. Look for
order forms coming
The PAC is looking for
donations for a Christ-

Worms, as well as leaves, will be added to the garden, and
a wire fence surrounding the garden is intended to keep the
leaves in place. Envision a massive compost, if you will.
If the worms work as
hard as our students,
much of this excess
carbon should enrich
our soil with nutrients
by spring!
Special thanks to our
PAC, as always, for the
purchase of the rakes
and garden fence.

Purdys Fundraiser
For the Christmas season, Heffley Creek Elementary School will be
fundraising with Purdys chocolates. They have a great selection of
chocolate gifts so you can help us out while you get your Christmas
shopping done.
Orders are due back to the office by Monday, November 18th.
Cheques are payable to Heffley Creek Elementary. Orders will be
ready for pick up by parents from the school on
Wednesday, November 27th.

mas basket raffle draw.
The draw will take place
during the Christmas
Concert. Any donations
of coffee, gift cards, little
gift items, etc. would be
greatly appreciated.

Donations may be
brought to the office.
The next PAC meeting
will be on Friday,
December 6, at 1:00 pm.
All parents and guardians
of Heffley Creek Elementary students are invited
to attend.
PAC hot lunch is on

Friday, November 8.
Please hand in macaroni
& cheese orders to the
office.

To order online, visit:
fundraising.purdys.com/813541-68863
The campaign name is Winter 2019. Brochures will be sent home with
your child next week. Thank you for your support!
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Halloween Festivities
Much fun was had on Halloween Day!. We carved peppers and used the pickle spears we made
last month as frog legs. We did a spider web craft with yarn and popsicle sticks, played a pumpkin game, danced a Monster Mash; those are just a few of the activities we had. We would like
to give a big thank you to Karen Harilstad for all the prep work and assistance she gave, as well
as “spear”heading the carving. Also, thank you to Katrina McNutt, Tabitha Mydonick and Laura
Wachholz for all of their help with the afternoon activities.
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Supporting Your Child’s Learning
The Rayleigh PAC is excited to invite you to a free presentation on Thursday, November 7th,
6:30 - 8:00pm, titled Supporting your Child’s Learning. This presentation will be held in our
library and is being facilitated by a certified teacher on behalf of BCTF. As a PAC we feel this
is a great opportunity to learn strategies on how to best support your child’s learning at home.
Please read the description of the presentation below and if you are planning to attend please
email the PAC at rayleighPAC@hotmail.com
We know schedules can change so at this point we are just looking to see who is interested
and for a rough number so we are prepared with handouts and chairs. As the date draws
closer, there will be another email sent out.
Supporting your Child’s Learning
(90 minutes)
“Parents/Guardians play a crucial role in their child’s education in so many ways; one very
important way is by guiding their learning at home. This practical session will present
strategies that can help your child develop effective homework and study skills and promote
lifelong learning. Parents/Guardians will also learn natural ways to include additional reading
and math activities at home.”
https://bctf.ca/parents/presentations.aspx
Sincerely,
Sheri Heide (Rayleigh PAC Vice Chair)

Heffley Creek Hall
Coffeehouse
Saturday, November 23
Doors 5:00 pm for
concession supper
Show @ 6:30 pm
$3 admission - everyone
welcome

Christmas Craft Fair
Sunday, December 8
10 am - 2 pm
Raffles, 50/50, vendors
Tables are $25
email for more info
happyhoofranch@gmail.com

Heffley Creek Elementary
7020 Old Hwy 5
Kamloops BC

Phone: 250-587-7227
Fax: 250-377-2223

