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Newsletter
Principal’s Message
The weather is starting to change and we have had our first big snowfall
of the season. As this occurs, we shift into winter mode at the school.
We are still trying to get the students out as much as possible and using
the outdoors in their learning whenever we can. As such, please make
sure your students are well prepared with winter coats, mitts, toques and
a pair of indoor shoes for when they come in.
As a school, we are continuing to work on our school goals which are:
1. To increase reading comprehension with a focus on those students
demonstrating below grade level reading comprehension.

Upcoming Events

2. We want our students at Heffley Creek Elementary to learn and use
self regulation strategies, continue to develop empathy for others, set
goals and be able to be self aware about their behaviours, actions
and feelings.

November 30....Purdys Orders Pick Up

It has been so rewarding to go into the class and see the great effort and
work that the teachers are putting in to help meet these goals. We are
continuing to use the Primary Reading Assessments to see our student’s
growth, and using the Levelled Literacy Intervention kit during guided
reading to support our students reading development. It is a pleasure to
watch your children learn and grow throughout the year.
New Reporting Method
As I am sure you are aware, British Columbia has a redesigned curriculum, which is moving toward educational choice and flexibility, with a focus on concepts and competencies. This also means that we are redesigning how we assess and report on student progress. The goal of communicating student progress is to ensure that families are well informed
about their children’s progress. We are changing our approach to help
our learners connect with and acquire the skills they need to succeed.
Within the new vision of education, teachers empower and guide learners, to engage in discovery, creativity and problem solving. As a result,
we are working to support new practices for communicating about student
learning.
This year we are participating as a pilot site for the Ministry of Education’s
draft K-9 Student Reporting Policy. Research has shown that good communication between the home and the school is key to student success.
Communication should provide up-to-date information about student progress and involve the student, the teacher and the parent(s) /guardian(s)
in meaningful dialogue throughout the school year.

December 7……….…………Pro D Day
December 21 - January 1…………….
………………. ................ .Winter Break
February 5………….………..Pro D Day
February 15……….………..Family Day
March 15 - 19…….…...….Spring Break

For a full list of events, visit the
Events Calendar on our school
website.
To receive email updates of
events, click on
“Subscribe” (located above SAT on
the events calendar).

Continued from page 1
At our school, the communication about student progress will be provided through a variety of
forms:
• Learning conference(s)
• Phone calls and zoom meetings
• Written Interim Reports
• Student reflection and self-assessment of the Core Competencies
• Summary of Progress (end of year)
We hope that providing you with timely, flexible information about student progress this year will
help ensure that you will be well informed about your child’s learning. As a result of this change,
our two “big” report cards go out at the end of January, and the end of June. Our smaller interim
report card will be going out in December and will communicate at least two more times with you
throughout the year. I will send further details out on the change next month.

Halloween Festivities
Students had a fun time on Halloween and wore their
costumes throughout the day. There were a variety of
fun characters visiting the class that day and they were
kept in line by the “Panke-witch!”
Curricular activities were based on Halloween themes
and the afternoon brought a mix of activities in the Gym,
rounded off with (safely pre-packaged) treats from the
PAC and teachers and a Halloween movie.
A good time was had by all!
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News from Mrs. Pankewich
Our class was busy this past month working in a variety of areas. We have our Library program
up and running and students are permitted to sign out books of their choosing once a week.
These books can be taken home on weekends and enjoyed (in place of the Home Reading for
Saturday and Sunday) and returned on Monday mornings. Please always ensure they are couriered back and forth in the ziploc bag provided. (We have lost many library books over the years
to leaky lunches and drinks!)
Likewise, our Home Reading Program is also well underway. Students take home a selection of
appropriately leveled books on Mondays, are expected to read through Thursday night, and the
package should be sent back to school for Friday mornings.
As well as a balanced Literacy program in our K-3 classroom, students have honoured Remembrance Day with learning activities and a somber, formal assembly, which Mr. Johnson led on
November 10th.

With Ms. Mouseau’s assistance, in Science and Social Studies we have been learning about the
Secwepemc Seasonal activities and the strong connection to the environment that is evident in
Indigenous cultures. Kits from the District (HGEC) Library have been brought into the class so the
students have been able to view dried foods, baskets, and a variety of implements. Their understanding of the topic is conveyed in their illustrations and journal entries.
Light and Sound is also being covered by Ms. Hickey, and students have been tackling interesting
problem solving in Math on the windows in the school…..ask your child about this one!
We have also had the opportunity to borrow the Bluebot Robot Kit from the HGEC and in small
groups students have been introduced to coding, and are then able to program their own Blubot.
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As always with our Heffley students, snow activities and outdoor play is enjoyed immensely. Please ensure your child has his/her outdoor gear everyday. We often enjoy
busting outside to enjoy the fresh air for our PE time and often as a treat when we’ve
worked hard!

We would like to remind parents that
all District precautions are taking
place in our classroom and students
are becoming the best little hand
washers ever!
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Secwepemc Fall Activities
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